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Themes and Issues for CSW’56 

 

 

Every year women and some men from countries around our planet gather at the United Nations 

Headquarters in New York City. 

 

 

And every year the Commission on the Status of Women has a specific issue or theme as its main topic 

to address and negotiate for by all who attend. The priority theme for this 56 session was “The 

empowerment of rural women and their role in poverty and hunger eradication; development and 

currant challenges”  

Those in attendance are members of non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  

We attended the 56th session of the CSW as members of the Canadian Federation of University 

Women (CFUW), in Truro, Nova Scotia and members of the International Relations Committee (IRC). 

Other CFUW members who attended were Brenda Wallace, CFUW-FCFDU President; Susan Murphy, 

In-coming President, Terri Shaw, Vice President, Advocacy; Susan Russell, Coordinator of International 

Relations; and Sue Wallner from Perth, Ontario.   

The organization of the two weeks of events is done by the NGO/CSW/NY. To them we give our 

appreciation for all their very demanding work, it was/is deeply appreciated.   

 

 
 

Contact information 
Mail: 361 Prince Street, Truro, Nova Scotia, Canada, B2N 1E4 

Phone/fax: 1-902-895-6659 
Web: www.nonstatetorture.org 

Email: contact@nonstatetorture.org 

 

http://www.nonstatetorture.org/
mailto:contact@nonstatetorture.org
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We share in Our Journal a snapshot of our experiences and events with pictures and words. We also 
share some of the PowerPoint Presentation that composed our “Parallel Event” and the Voices of the 
Women who, over the years, have given us permission to share their stories of torture victimization so 
society can learn and to fulfill their hope of helping others.  

The CSW is a most busy time with Parallel Events starting early in the morning. Women start presenting 
at 8:30 am, ending at 8:30 in the evening. Besides these parallel events there are governmental sessions 
NGOs can attend to observe how the governmental delegations are responding to the major theme. 
NGOs try to meet with these delegates to give them input on what they believe needs to be negotiated 
in reference to the major theme. At the end of the two weeks the expectation is that there will be an 
outcome document that presents as a guide to governments and civil society a plan, a response, to the 
major theme. This year, we are told that for the first time in history of the CSW, there has been no 
outcome document because some countries would not accept the phrase “gender equality” that was in 
the developing document. Other phrases relating to the use of the wording ``older women`` also was 
resisted. Or so we heard.  

Ms. Bachelet spoke of how delegations were unable to overcome "a disappointing inability to reach 
consensus", and the session closed today without a final document. Ms. Bachelet's sentiments were 
echoed by Commission Chair Marjon V. Kamara of Liberia. She said: "I will not hide my great 
disappointment that we have found ourselves in this position. If we really want to tell the truth about it, 
I'm not sure that we all came with a spirit of compromise." Ms. Kamara, said she would prepare a 
"Chair's Summary" reflecting the important discussions and themes that had emerged during the CSW 
session. 

Sharing some insights into the UNCSW system, the CSW has a mandate as principal global policy-making 
body dedicated exclusively to attaining gender equality, development and peace, and implementing the 
advancement of women. The General Assembly of the United Nations is composed of 193 nations, of 
which 45 are selected to serve on the UNCSW for a 4 year term. This year, 2012, Canada was not one of 
the selected countries. NGOs have the opportunity to meet staff members of the Canadian Permanent 
Mission to provide their input and ask the Mission staff to bring to the attention of the 45 State 
members the issues the Canadian NGO women are requesting. Linked here is Canada`s Permanent 
Mission to the UN http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/index.aspx?lang=eng Further 
information on the CSW can be found here: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/ 

The 2013 theme is: The Elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls.  

We are looking toward to 2013 as the gender battle for equality is far from over. Every day we stretch 
into patriarchy to push against and erase its shape, its abuses of power, with words, with art, with 
advocacy, with the knowledge and determination we can make a difference. We all can, just like women 
and men before us. 

Human rights are Women`s Rights!  

Our Journal 

http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/index.aspx?lang=eng
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We Will Never Ever Lose our Way   

Was a welcoming session of  
rural women`s stories and songs 
followed by food, connecting 
conversations at the Church Centre.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

Women`s gathering. Dr. Soon-Young Yoon, Chair of NGOCSW NY, 
welcomed all. In the photo below women are beginning to fill up 
the room, reviving relationships developed in previous CSW years 
and making new ones. Women listened and responded to panels, 
participated in pre-session CSW conversations and enjoyed the 
children of the National Dance Institute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Soon-Young Yoon, Chair of NGOCSW NY 

CSW Sunday, February 26, 2012, Consultation Day 

Saturday Evening, February 25, 2012 
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Linda, Susan and Brenda in discussion about CFUW activities and plans for the next two weeks. 

 

 

 

333 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closure of one panel with the presentation of women`s work. 
Panelists told many stories of their activism, their struggles against 

oppression, ideas on how to advocate, how to gain objects for 
women`s global equality, social justice and development.   

 

Nyaradzai Gumbonzvanda, Chair speaking. 
Women on this panel told aspects of their life 
stories. Nyaradzai closed with her story and 
with tears as she spoke that she was able to 
achieve her education because her sister was 
married at 15. To all our surprise her sister 
had been part of the panel who had spoken 
about her cross-border work as a business 
woman and an owner of a gold mine.  

Leymah Gbowee, Nobel Peace Prize 

2011 

Ms. Bachelet, UN Women 
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CSW Weeks from Monday, February 27 to March 9, 2012  

Meeting young women. Their presentation CEDAW 
and Empowerment of Rural Women in the South 

Eastern US, as part of their WomenNC Fellowship. 
(WomenNC.org) 

 

 

Lobi Red Hawk, Linda, Susan and Jeanette in deep 

conversation, North Lawn Building. 

 

Linda and Beverley Turner from New 

Zealand, renewing a connection from CSW 

2011 

Girls & boys from the National Dance Institute 

 

Panel discussion 
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A great film: From Fear to Freedom, 
followed by panel discussion 

http://www.learningpartnership.org/vaw-film 
 

US, France & Canada, women`s conversation and food.  

International Federation University Women`s (IFUW) Dinner 
Thanks to Catherine Moore`s planning! 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Catherine Moore 

Susan Murphy sharing her point-of-view 

North America & EU Caucus 

IFUW breakfast meeting 

ACID SURVIVORS TRUST INTERNATIONAL 
PRESENTED “ACID ATTACKS – VIOLENCE 

AGAINST RURAL WPMEN AND GIRLS 
www.acidviolence.org 

  

“Empowering rural women of all ages through urban and 

rural partnerships” Human Rights for Older Women 

 

 

http://www.learningpartnership.org/vaw-film
http://www.acidviolence.org/
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The United Nations Building and Inside its Lobby 

UN Headquarters New York City

 
 

Patch: Multi-perpetrator rape 

Patch: Raped in the working fields 

Women’s suffering and tears 

Inside the lobby of the UN was a display of women’s story quilts. This quilt 
tells of surviving sexual violence. Since the CFUW presentation is about 

women surviving non-state torture including surviving sexualized torture 
all of these women’s stories tell of global misogyny story. 

   

The Surviving Sexual Violence Quilt 
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Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW/FCFDU) 
Féderation des femmes diplômées des universities  

presents 
 

NON-STATE ACTOR TORTURE – WHAT IS IT? 

 

Rural, Urban and Across Borders: Women’s Human Right to be Free from 

Torture by Non-State Actors 

 

March 5, 2012 from 12:30 to 2:00 pm, 

UN Church Center, Hardin Room, 

11th Floor 777 UN Plaza, 

44th St. and First Ave. NYC. 

 

The parallel event will discuss: 

- Torture of women and girls in the private sphere 

- Formal recognition of this gross human rights violation in law as a criminal act 

 

Brenda Wallace, CFUW President will Chair the session.  

Susan Russell, CFUW International Representative will explain why this human rights violation is 

important in today’s world and why CFUW is pressing for action to recognize this as a criminal 

offence 

Linda MacDonald and Jeanne Sarson have worked for more than 18 years on non-state torture 

victimization. They will discuss categories of NST, address acts of ‘classic’ torture and how a 

patriarchal divide has devalued identifying such acts. They will share drawings/photos by women 

survivors of classic NST (www.nonstatetorture.org) from industrialized countries including Canada.  

Jeanette Westbrook shares her personal story of being a child who was tortured and trafficked with 

connections to both rural and urban areas of the United States. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The CFUW/FCFDU is an equality-seeking, advocacy organization that works to advance the human 

rights of women and girls in 112 CFUW Clubs across Canada and at the national level. The CFUW 

(www.cfuw.org) is the largest of the 67 affiliates belonging to the International Federation of 

University Women (IFUW/FIFDU) (http://www.ifuw.org/) 

 

The Right to Speak – The Responsibility to Act 

http://www.nonstatetorture.org/
http://www.cfuw.org/
http://www.ifuw.org/
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Rural, Urban and Across Borders: Women’s Human Right to be Free from 

Torture by Non-State Actors 

Presentation 

 

Preamble: The slides that 
represent the art work and 
voices of the women who 
re-tell of the non-state or 
private actor torture they 
endured, perpetrated by 
intergenerational family 
members and 
interconnected like-
minded others are not 
shared.  

Slide No. 1: Presents 
understanding non-state 
torture from a human 
rights approach. Article 5 
of the United Nations 
Declaration on Human 
Rights states that, “no one 
shall be subjected to torture;” this includes women and girls, as well as men and boys. The term non-
state torture refers to acts of torture that are perpetrated by private persons/groups and referred to as 
non-state actors. The defining the elements of torture, listed in the slide from 1-5, are from the UN 

Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman, or 
Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (CAT), article 1 as 
from the 2008 report of the 
Special Rapporteur on Torture, 
Manfred Nowak.  

Slide No. 2: Listed here are four 
UN human rights instruments; 
countries that have ratified the 
first three have legal due 
diligence responsibilities to 
respect, prevent and protect the 
human rights of all its citizens. All 
four have articles that state that 
no one shall be subjected to 
torture. 

1. Severe pain & suffering , physical 
or mental

2. Intentionally inflicted 

3. With purpose, i.e., discrimination 
of any kind, gender-based

4. Powerlessness, i.e., loss of control

5. Acquiescence by a State  

Understanding  the  victimized 
woman /girl has endured the 
defining elements of torture:

J. Sarson & L. MacDonald © 2011 130/03/2012

 

 

1. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), article 7

2. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW), General Recommendation 19, 7(b) 

3. Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (CAT) 

4. Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, article 3(h)

J. Sarson & L. MacDonald © 2011 230/03/2012

HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS & 

NO ONE SHALL BE SUBJECTED TO TORTURE
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Slide No. 3. This is a 
suggested model to 
illustrate the various 
categories of torture 
perpetrated by non-state 
actors that are inflicted 
either solely or 
predominately on women 
or girls. The three 
categories suggested:  

(a) Socio-cultural or 
religious-based tortures. 
Female genital mutilation 
(FGM), acid and widow 
burning have already been 
identified as forms of 
gender-based torture 
perpetrated by private 
actors by several United 
Nations Special 
Rapporteur on torture. These have generally been associated with beliefs and practices that have been 
considered traditional, cultural, or having some religious affiliation. Although some forms of torture such 
as FGM that is perpetrated by private actors is inflicted only on girls, other forms such as commercial-
based tortures are not always absolutely gender-specific. 
 
(b) Commercial-based tortures. Listed under this heading are three examples related to human 

trafficking and 
‘pornographic’ torture 
including ‘snuff’ 
(sexualized torture and 
murder images).   

Slide No. 4 illustrates 
some of the research 
data on the prevalence 
of adult ‘pornographic’ 
torture of children.  
Police in the UK have 
confiscated snuff 
images.  The quote, 
“trafficked for 
torturing” is one 
woman’s explanation 
of how as a little girl 
she was “trained” to 
withstand torture so 
that her parents could 

30/03/2012 3

Non-State Tortures & Gender

CLASSIC-BASED TORTURES, i.e
 physical torture
 sexualized torture

 psychological /conditioning tortures
 chemical tortures
 spiritual tortures
 relational

 acculturational 
 ritualism
cannibalistic

 combinations: RAT

SOCIO-CULTURAL or 
RELIGIOUS-BASED  

TORTURES, i.e.,
 FGM

 acid burning
 widow burning

‘COMMERCIAL’-BASED 
TORTURES, i.e.,

 “trafficked for torturing”
 torture-porn

 ‘snuff’ films/photos

J. Sarson & L. MacDonald © 2011 

 

?: Supporting Evidence that Pedophilic NST Occurs

Australian Federal Police study:  21 % - rape, bondage & torture

US study: 26% - torture & bondage 

Canada, RCMP Child Exploitation Unit: 20% - torture & bondage 

Canadian Centre for Child Protection 2.7% (111) of 4,110 images 
1. Torture, bestiality, bondage 
2. necrophilia, degraded, defecated & urinated on
3. weapons used
4. forced to inflict sexualized harms against each other 
5. mostly inflicted on children under 8 years old
6. girls were in 83% of the pedophilic images 
7. 9.8% violent images involve newborns & toddlers 

Jeanne Sarson & Linda MacDonald 1630/03/2012
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traffic her to perpetrators who enjoyed pedophilic torturing.  

(c) Classic-based tortures.  This terminology—classic-based—is used because the acts of non-state 
torture inflicted under this list of various forms of torture mimic the acts of torture perpetrated by State 
actors—police, military, or other officials representative of the State or the government of a country. 
For example State torturers commonly inflict electric shocking, severe beatings, whippings, 
immobilizations, cuts, burns, water tortures, sleep and food deprivation, degradations and humiliations, 
rapes in all orifices of the victimized person’s body, and for women and girls forced impregnations and 
abortions. Women and girls who speak of surviving non-state torture tell of enduring the same atrocities 
inflicted by non-state actors—parents, intergenerational family members, guardians, spouses, groups 
and like-minded others such as human traffickers and pornographers.    

 

 

 

 

 

Slide No. 5. 
Comparisons 
are 
presented 
showing 
how the 
Criminal 
Code of 
Canada 
identifies 
classic 
torture 
perpetrated 
by State 
actors as a 
torture 
crime; however, the same acts of torture perpetrated by non-state actors are not equally criminalized as 
torture. Rather the women and girls, or men and boys, but predominately women and girls, who are 
likewise victims of classic torture their severe pain and suffering is misnamed and minimized to an 
assault for example. The wording, ‘Patriarchal Divide’ is added to this model because there has and 
continues to exist a socio-legal discriminatory devaluation of the non-state torture that is endured by 
some within the so-called private or domestic sphere. This devaluation continues in Canada in spite of 
the Government of Canada’s due diligence human right responsibilities to ensure that “no one shall be 
subjected to torture”. 

 

 

CLASSIC TORTURING, A PATRIARCHAL DIVIDE & VAWG

Severity of pain or suffering, physical or mental

• Electric shocking
• Beaten, burned, cut, whipped
• Immobilization tortures, tied, hung, caged   
• Water tortures
• Suffocation/choking tortures
• Sexualized tortures: Rapes, gang rapes,

repetitive raping, gun, hand/object rapes
• Forced drugging
• Nutritional deprivation
• Psychological tortures: Humiliation,

degradation, dehumanization, 
animalization, terrorization, horrification

• Forced nakedness
• Sleep deprivation
• Witnessing torture of others
• Powerlessness

• Electric shocking
• Beaten, burned, cut, whipped
• Immobilization tortures, tied, hung, caged   
• Water tortures
• Suffocation/choking tortures
• Sexualized tortures: Rapes, gang rapes,

repetitive raping, gun, hand/object rapes
• Forced drugging
• Nutritional deprivation
• Psychological tortures: Humiliation,

degradation, dehumanization, 
animalization, terrorization, horrification

• Forced nakedness
• Sleep deprivation
• Witnessing torture of others
• Powerlessness

STATE ACTOR TORTURE
Specifically distinctly criminalized in 
Criminal Code of Canada as torture, 
section 269.1

NON-STATE TORTURE 
Not specifically distinctly named & 

criminalized as non-state torture – no 
equality/justice 

P
A
T
R
I
A
R
C
H
A
L

D
I
V
I
D
E

430/03/2012 J. Sarson & L. MacDonald © 2011 
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Slide No. 6. 

The lines on 
this map 
illustrate the 
industrial 
countries 
that women, 
predominate
ly, come 
from and 
who have 
repeatedly 
told the 
same 
accounts of 
the acts of 
classic non-
state torture 
(NST) they 
have 
endured. There is also a list of “Cover-up Tactics”. These comprise common coded language used by 
perpetrators that provide ‘reasonable’ explanations to outsiders who happen to ask questions that 
require a ‘normal’ explanation. What outsider would guess that when they were told that the absence 
of a little girl was because she had “gone to visit relatives” or “gone camping” covered-up that she had 
been tortured or been taken to pornographers?  

 

   

Slide No. 7. A visual continuum is 
offered here to show that forms 
of violence can and do progress 
in their severity. In this model 
the progression is shown to 
begin with neglect, progress to 
abuses or assaults and before 
crimes of gendercide occur—
femicide or infanticide—torture 
by non-state actors may also be 
ordeals that some girls and 
women, predominately, (but 
boys or men) might be enduring. 

 

630/03/2012

NST: RURAL TO URBAN, ACROSS BORDERS

Gone on vacation

Gone camping

Gone to visit a farm

Gone to visit relatives 

Gone on a boat trip 

Gone to cottage 

Gone to the country, gone to the city to visit 

Gone to a family gathering or party  

J. Sarson & L. MacDonald © 2011 

COVER-UP 

TACTICS  

 

A Continuum of Relational Sex-based Violence 
in the Private/Domestic Sphere

Neglect
Abuse

Assault

Non-state 
torture 

(NST): girl 
child or 
woman

Femicide

Infanticide 

Gendercide

J. Sarson & L. MacDonald © 2011 730/03/2012
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Jeanette’s presentation was of her personal survival as 
a child and young woman who endured non-state or 
private actor torture. These two photos are images of 

her successes. The photo in front of the globe was taken in front of the UN Headquarters in New York. 
The second photo is of Jeanette as a successful special events “Going Nuts” entrepreneur.   

 

Slide No. 8. Those who attended this presentation were asked 
not to take photos as stated in the preamble.  

 

 

 

Slide No. 9. Provided in this slide was the 
framework to discuss human rights, 
torture and the jus cogens position that 
torture has in regards to its criminality 
and the severity of the pain and suffering 
it causes. The advocacy interventions 
that NGOs can consider undertaking are 
listed and were discussed. The CFUW 
and Linda and me, as professionals, have 

taken or plan to undertake interventions that hold Canada to its due diligence responsibilities, such as 
the policies that CFUW has adopted for the criminalization of non-state actor torture as well as this 
presentation.  

 

 Torture is jus cogens: Customary Law
 Ratification of HR Treaties: International Law
 Respect & Protect HRs: Human Rights Law

INTERVENTIONS: RESPECT FOR HRs & LAW

J. Sarson & L. MacDonald © 2011 1830/03/2012

 

Linda, Jeanette and Jeanne 

 

Jeanette & her story: Success! 

This section contains: 

 Drawings and photos are shared with 
consent for educational purposes  only 

by persons who have survived non-state 
torture 

 
 To protect their privacy & identity 

Please do not take photos 
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Slide No. 10.  Briefly outlines 
steps to consider when 
assessing a State’s or nations 
due diligence duties in regards 
to the criminalization of the 
human right violation of acts 
of violence that constitute 
torture, whether perpetrated 
by State or non-state actors.  

Step 1 is about assessing 
whether a State is aware that 
acts of non-state torture are 
occurring; if they do not act to 
address such human rights 
violation their inaction is 
considered to mean that they 
are giving permission for such 
violations to occur. This is 
acquiescence.  

Steps 2 and 3, as stated, laws are required to address such a criminal human rights violation and it is 
impermissible to misname torture by non-state or private actors as another crime.  

Steps 4 and 5 address punishment and reparations. If there are no specific and distinct laws against non-
state torture then the perpetrators thrive in a socio-legal and cultural climate culture where they are not 
held to account. Those so victimized do not have access to truth-telling justice. When non-state torture 

is not criminalized there can be no statistical data collected 
as asked for by UN Resolution 65/205. 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

There is only one Universal Declaration of Human Rights! Its 
articles set the 
standards that all 
governments and 
human beings are to 
strive for. It is 
absolutely 
unacceptable that 
acts of non-state 
torture perpetrated 

against women and girls, who are predominate victims, or men 
and boys, are trivialized and minimized to another crime. The 
black hole in the Declaration is where I cut out article 5. Until the 
human right not to be subjected to torture by non-state actors in 
the private or domestic sphere is universal there is no gendered-
equality or human dignity only misogyny and patriarchy.   

CAT

30/03/2012 19

STEP 1: PREVENTION. Extinguishing State acquiescence

STEP 2: PROTECTION. Requires domestic law covers NST 

STEP 3: INVESTIGATION. Impermissible to misname 
NST crimes as others crimes, i.e., assault or abuse

STEP 4: PUNISHMENT. Deficient laws A culture of impunity

STEP 5: REPARATIONS. Freedom from torture is a non-derogable human right, 
protected under all circumstances, at all time, in any place, of all persons—women 
& girls—in the public & private spheres perpetrated by State or non-state actors.

Statistical recording: UN Resolution 65/205 28/02/2011

5 STEPS: ASSESSING STATE’S DUE DILIGENCE OBLIGATIONS 

J. Sarson & L. MacDonald © 2011
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Jeanette closing with her song 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeanne, Linda, Jeanette, Susan & Brenda following the panel 

presentation 

International Women’s Day, March 8th, 2012 

Women March 

 

 

Ban Ki-moon delivers his address calling for 
the elimination of all forms of violence 

against women & girls 

 

 
Women filling in research surveys while preparing for the Women’s March 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our panel 

and 

Attendees 
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Drumming 

 

Dancing

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Linda, Susan and Brenda on ‘The March’! 
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Rural Women Panel  

 

This widowed woman spoke in her 
tribal dialect, sharing how she had no 
formal education but was trained to 
build and insert solar panels in India. 
Returning to her community she and 
another woman became a business 
women, sharing their knowledge 
empowering themselves and their 
community.  

Black Women’s Blueprint and Sauti Yetu Center for Women and Families, 
which did a strategy session on how they would move forward in 

addressing sexualized assaults. 

 

CFUW close the NGO/CSW’56 


