
 
Fig. 1: Global femicides 

 
Fig. 2: Increases in killing of women and 

girls between 2019-2020  

Jeanne Sarson and Linda MacDonald, 11 October 2022 

 

 

On this planet
1
 a woman or girl is intentionally killed by a 

family member every 11 minutes, Figure 1.2
 

 

“In 58 per cent of all killings perpetrated by intimate 

partners or other family members, the victim was a women 

or girl.”
3
 This means there exist lethal vulnerability within 

the relationships where women and girls should expect to 

be safe.  

 

 

 

The research 

branch of the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

estimates the global rates of femicides perpetrated 

by an intimate partner or by other family members 

increased by eight percent in North America 

between 2019 and 2020, Figure 2.
4
  

Femicides Somewhere in Canada    
 

In Canada however, the Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability was able 

to capture additional data to reveal that 23 more female persons were killed in 2020 than in 2019 

which was a 17 percent increase, and in 2021 there was a 26 percent increase in femicides 

meaning 36 more female persons lost their lives violently.
5
 In Canada: 

 On average a woman or girl is killed every other day;
6
   

 About once a week a male kills his female partner;
7
  

 By the end of 2021, 173 female persons, from a six month old infant to a 97 year old 

died as a consequence of femicidal violence and:
8,

 
9
 

o 47% of the women or girls killed were in their home or one shared with accused, 

o Stabbing was the most common deadly method used by the perpetrator (45%) 

followed by shooting (38%) as identified in available information, 

o 45% of those killed were in rural areas or small towns (N=60), 

o Over 164 children lost their mother, 
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Fig. 3: Continuum of violence 

o Of the 157 accused, 137 were males, 16 were females, and 3 were police officers 

and one, a young offender  

o Nova Scotia had one femicide with the accused being listed as unidentified. 

 

Femicide and Strangulation Victimization 

 

Of women who experience intimate partner violence 68 percent will suffer near-fatal 

strangulation committed by their partner. This means they can lose consciousness within 5-10 

seconds, and can die within minutes.
10

 When a woman has been previously strangled the risk the 

perpetrator’s violence will end in a femicide increases to 750 percent.    

 

Femicide and Non-State Torture Victimization 

 

Generally perpetrators of intimate partner, family, or 

gender-based femicides committed other forms of 

violence. These can be extensive and exploitative. For 

example, acts of neglect, abuse, and non-State torture that 

fatally ends in femicides of infants, children or adults, 

Figure 3. Our knowledge reveals that femicides can be:  

 

(1) Delayed femicides. For example, a woman or girl 

suffers being forcedly held underwater in a tub or toilet 

and inhales some of the water, then days later develops pneumonia and dies as a consequence of  

being water tortured perpetrated by non-State torturers.
11

   

(2) Consequential-suicidal femicides. This means a woman dies by suicide because she feels 

there is no way to end the severity of the ongoing suffering inflicted by non-State torturers.
12

  

(3) Conditioned-suicidal femicides. Women explain they were intentionally “taught” or 

conditioned as children to take their own life if they ever told on the non-State family of 

torturers.
13

 Non-State torturers can be parents, relatives, a spouse, and like-minded friends.  

 

Femicidal Prevention  

 

Cultural and community knowledge of forms of violence intentionally perpetrated against 

women and girls is required. Prevention can occur by naming the violence, developing and 

responding to the seriousness of red flag alerts, and ending misogynistic cultural system denial 

such as in legal-policing system, and by educating for human rights equality of women and girls. 
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