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Question: Do you think there is a chance to
link this network with that of Epstein survivors?

Answer: Figure 1 compares how a FBI report
of one young woman’s complaint released in
the Epstein files is exactly the same as women
have described when victimized by family and
non-family perpetrators. Both are referring to
non-State actors. Both are revealing that
criminal networks exist. In family and non-
family the organization can be very local or
appear less formally organized than is being
described as transnationally organized in the
Epstein files. However, both fit into the Global
Report on Trafficking in Persons 2014 that
identifies three forms of organized criminal

FBlinvestigation 5-page complainant’s
report on Epstein network; Dated
08/15/2020, Case ID #: 50D-NY-3027571
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Fig. 1: Universal MO

networks as “small local,” “medium sub-regional,” and “large trans-regional” (United Nations Office on Drugs and

Crime (UNODC), p. 14). And these are discussed in Sarson, J., & MacDonald, L. (2018). No longer invisible: Families

that torture, traffic, and exploit their girl child. Orati Journal of Emergent Socio-legal Studies, 8 (1).

Question: Is there a place where | would look to see how many countries consider removing clothing from a victim,

is a form of torture?

Answer: The crime of non-State torture is an all-encompassing human rights violation and crime, in which forced
nakedness is but one act of many that torturers intentionally inflict to cause severe pain or suffering, physical or

mental. Non-State torturers have the intentional purpose and the pleasure of attempting to destroy the personality of
the woman'’s or girls’ perception of being a human being. At present, this is our understanding of when intentional
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forced nakedness by the removal of clothing would be considered an act on non-State torture. We do not know of a
country that the removal of clothing of a person victimized is distinctly criminalized in its domestic law as torture.

Question: How do we explain the difference

3 Violati harmi
between violence and non-state torture? RELAT'%«&T -

Answer: Violence by non-State actors is a e @ ABUSE  TORTURE
general term that covers the many forms of : |

violence perpetrated. For example, whether el Torturely state actor
violence is perpetrated within family

relationships, by criminal groups of gangs, or
named as cultural or traditional for example.
Figure 2 shares an image used to teach Fig. 2: Relationships
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youth about “doing human rights”
relationships. It's based on the principles defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which identifies
respect and equality between female and male persons. The ‘simple’ relationships continuum in this Figure then lists
examples of many forms of abuse, then of torture by State and non-State actors. There are many specific forms of
violence such as femicide, FGM, witch burning, “virginity testing,” stoning, sexualized exploitations such as
prostitution and pornographic torture-rape crime scenes. The list goes on and on. Therefore, the word “violence”
refers to many specific acts perpetrated, each with its definition that explains the oppression, harm, damage,
destruction, and the risks to women’s and girls’ equality, safety, life, and humanity.

Question: What criteria helps mark that

“" » 7
threshold, and why is it so important to WHAT ARE ACTS OF “CLASSIC” TORTURE?

WHAT NON-STATE TORTURER DO:

name it in human rights terms? WHAT STATE TORTURERS DO: L
* Electric shocking (E; + Electric shocking
. . * Beaten, burned, cut, whipped + Beaten, burned, cut, whipped
Answer: The threshold criteria developed + Immobilization tortures, tied, hung, caged A | . immobilization tortures, tied, hung, caged
. . * Water tortures L + Water tortures
on researCh that began n 1993 C0||eCt|n9 + Suffocation/choking tortures + Suffocation/choking tortures
. “ ) : « Sexualized tortures: Rapes, gang rapes, D + Sexualized tortures: Rapes, gang rapes, ;
data that defmed CIaSSIC aCtS Of torturmg repetitive raping, gun, hand/object rapes 1 repetitive raping, gun, hand/object rapes §
H H * Forced drugging S + Forced drugging &
as Commltted by State torturers' AS “Sted * Nutritional deprivation (o] + Nutritional deprivation z
1 + Psychological tortures: Humiliation, R + Psychological tortures: Humiliation, &
by the UN SpeCIal Rapporteur on torture’ degradation, dehumanization, 1 degradation, dehumanization, A
i animalization, terrorization, horrification animalization, terrorization, horrification °
as found in the work of NGOs such as ™ g
+ Forced nakedness 1 * Forced nakedness S
i i i + Sleep deprivation + Sleep deprivation
AmneSty Intematlonal’ and n artICleS * Witnessing torture of others : + Witnessing torture of others
written by carers working with persons, 0 7| o
« Ritualized acts g
H 1
mainly men, who had been tortured by State torture is legally named a O | Non-State torture is often NOT
N

State actors. Then listening to women'’s human rights torture crime
victimizations who said they were tortured F|g 3 What are acts of classic torture?

named a human rights torture crime

and learning they listed the same acts of
torture perpetrated by family and non-family non-State actors such as human traffickers, pimps, buyers, and
pornographers. Figure 3 lists these findings of State and non-State acts of classic torture. The 1948 UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights helps mark the threshold. It declares that women and girls are human persons with
human equality, with the right not to be subjected to torture as stated in Article 5. If women’s and girls’ human
equality is to be achieved then our work is to promote a global human rights perspective, aimed at achieving human
equality for all women and girls not to be subjected to non-State torture regardless of the country they live in.
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Question: I've started a research investigation about violence (torture). It could be focused on three or four countries
and, using real data and documented cases, be brought to parliament and to our governments??

Answer: Yes, such research should be brought to parliament and governments, whether they listen or take action
then becomes another question.

Question: Could we have some actions that we can take?

Answer: Some ideas could be reviewing the Epstein files to collect evidence of victimization that refers to torture by
non-State actors. The collection of legal articles that validate that torture by non-State actors is being referred to.
And, to consider media or grey literature that shows the media raises the term that the violence written about is
referred to as torture when perpetrated by non-State actors.

Question: And if we think of the network as a collective space of construction, shouldn't this pedagogical work be a
shared task of the feminist movement?

Answer: The previous Q & A shares some pedagogical suggestions and more ideas can collectively develop.
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