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Dedicated specifically to CFUW Women who in previous 

decades attended the CSW to work for women’s and girls’ 

human rights, gender equality, and social justice; 

In particular, Linda and I specifically send our sincere 

gratitude to all NGO CFUW and IFUW members who 

supported resolutions calling for non-State actor torture of 

women and girls to be recognized as a fundamental 

violation of their human rights;  

And, 

1. To all women who in the past, who will in the future, and 

who this year attended and spoke out against patriarchy, 

misogyny, misopedia, oppression, and the gender-based 

violence these cause. 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tumblr18.com%2Fimages%2Fpurple-rose%2Fpage%2F2%2F&ei=KeUaVbi2CtWiyASkh4CIBw&bvm=bv.89381419,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFAH8InvRG7QFBLey768jmwJSdyPg&ust=1427912014994869
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A FEMINISM REFLECTION: THE CSW, HUMAN RIGHTS AND NON-STATE 

TORTURE (NST) OF WOMEN AND GIRLS 

The theme of the NGO CSW Consultation Day on March 8, 2015 was “Celebrate 

the Feminist and Women’s Movements 1975-2015”.  This is the theme that drives 

the following commentary—a feminist reflection and statement about non-State 

torture as a violation of the human rights of women and girls globally.  Non-State 

torture must be acknowledged in the working agendas of the United Nations, by 

the Commission on the Status of Women and UN Women.  Although our 

personal and professional feminism is older than 1975, it is younger when 

specifically focused on supporting women and girls who have endured and 

survived non-State torture victimization.  It was 1993 when a woman first 

‘introduced’ Linda and I to her suffering inflicted by non-State actors into whose 

family household she was born who also organized the continuous trafficking 

and sexualized exploitation of her to many like-minded others.      

At this 59th session of the Commission on the Status of Women, Linda and I 

presented a trans-national panel on Non-State Torture & Violence Against 

Women & Girls.  Elizabeth Gordon, from the U.K, added her woman’s voice to 

the panel by presenting her very moving personal testimony of survival.  A 

reflective and legal comment was added by Jackie Jones from Wales; Annette 

Lawson, also from the U.K., chaired the presentation.  Linda and I were panelists 

on two other trans-national NGO presentations.  In these we shared the 

connection between non-State torture victimization and femicide and non-

State torture suffered both by women who as children were trafficked and 

‘prostituted’ and by women in prostitution suffered non-State torture inflicted by 

pimps and johns.  As we listened to other NGO’s and women’s presentations 

many opportunities arose to ask women from different countries if some of the 

women in their countries suffered torture victimization perpetrated by non-State 

actors.  Generally their answer was, “Yes”.   

Linda and I hold our human rights feminism as fundamental to all our work.  We 

have and continue to ask for nothing less nor for nothing more than a place of 

human rights equality for all women and girls who have suffered non-State 

torture victimization.  Their human right violation of non-State torture must be 

placed on the human rights agenda of UN Commissions including of the 

Commission on the Status of Women.  In the UN ECOSOC CSW Provisional 

agenda for the sixtieth session of the Commission (E/CN.6/2015/L.3) item 3 (a),(ii) 

notes the: 
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“Review theme: the elimination and prevention of all forms of violence 

against women and girls;”  

The everyday human rights crime of non-State torture is a critical concern that 

must be included in the review theme if, as also stated in 3 (a), that “further 

actions and initiatives” are to be taken to eliminate and prevent all forms of 

gender-based violence.  If women and girls are to have human rights equality 

as stated 70 years ago in the UN Charter; then repeated 67 years ago when, in 

article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it was stated that “no one 

shall be subjected to torture”, preventive actions and initiatives are long 

overdue.   

A Planet 50-50 by 2030 as the time to reach equality is much, much too long to wait 

for the global acknowledgment that protection from non-State torture is a non-

derogable human right that belongs to all women and girls globally.  Non-State 

torture is an emerging reality that must be addressed now.  There is much 

discourse of the need to engage with men and boys—this is true—but to do so 

there must also be truthful dialogue that it is predominately men who inflict non-

State torture violations and that the demand for sexualized torture appears to 

be increasing including the demand for the sexualized torture of infants and 

toddlers, predominately of the girl child.  Another truism is that if the human right 

of women and girls not to be subjected to non-State torture is upheld this will 

also benefit boys and men who may also be subjected to torture by non-State 

actors.       

The Political declaration on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the 

Fourth World Conference on Women adopted by the Commission on the Status 

of Women was released on the first day of the 59th CSW session.  It expresses the 

need for addressing the 12 critical areas of concern in the Beijing Platform for 

Action which includes violence against women and concern for the girl child.  

Progress, the Declaration stated, has been slow, uneven, faced major gaps, and 

has been hindered by structural barriers (para. 4).  Ministers and representatives 

of Governments pledged to strengthen laws, policies, and transform structural 

strategies to eliminate gendered discrimination, and to improve accountability 

for data collection, for example (para. 6).  Accountability can only occur if 

specific human rights violations are criminalized.  For example, many countries 

including our own—Canada—do not have a law that criminalizes torture 

perpetrated by non-State actors.  Therefore, unless this structural legal 

discrimination is remedied there will never be data to justify informing and 

http://beijing20.unwomen.org/en/step-it-up
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2015/L.1
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2015/L.1
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2015/L.1
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf
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transforming policies and other strategies as there will be no acknowledgement 

that non-State torture victimization occurs.  

Repeatedly during this 59th CSW session the knowledge gained was that, for 

example, CEDAW General Recommendation 19 on violence against women is 

not legally binding as General Recommendations are considered “soft laws”.  

General Recommendation 19, 7(b) states “no one shall be subjected to torture”.  

Because this statement is considered a soft law and legally non-binding on State 

parties it raises the question: How will women and girls who have and who will 

endure torture by non-State actors ever have access to a human rights legally 

binding instrument?  Because manifestations of non-State torture as a global 

human rights violation of women and girls have been invisibilized, Linda and I 

share a framework that has evolved for us over the past 22 years.  It is included 

as Appendix A along with our “Femifesto on Non-State Torture” in Appendix B.       

Emphasis in the Declaration was placed on the integration of the Sustainable 

Development Goals into the post-2015 development agenda (para. 7).  In the 

Sustainable Development Goals, goal 5 reads, “achieve gender equality and 

empower all women and girls” including eliminating “all forms of violence 

against all women and girls in the public and private spheres, including 

trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation”.  Identifying non-State 

torture violations of women and girls must not be excluded otherwise 

fundamental gender-based discrimination will continue to occur. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon hosted the high-level event, “Saving Lives, 

Protecting Futures, An Every Woman Every Child”, a perspective that women 

and girls not be left behind.  Women and girls who have endured and who will 

continue to endure torture by non-State actors must no longer be left behind.  

We call on all UN Entities, on the Commission of the Status of Women as outlined 

in the 60th session provisional agenda (E/CN.6/2015/L.3) and in the future 

organization and methods of work (E/CN.6/2015/L.5) documentations, as 

addressed in the closing statement of UN Women Executive Director Phumzile 

Miambo-Ngcuka, to focus on human right equality for all women and girls, to be 

globally inclusive of women and girls who endure non-State torture victimization.   

I now turn to reflect on the images and voices of many who shared their 

knowledge and experiences during the 59th CSW session.  In so doing there is no 

escaping the reality of non-State torture victimization which arose repeatedly—

much too repeatedly.   

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2015/3/change-is-coming-change-has-to-come-executive-director
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2015/3/change-is-coming-change-has-to-come-executive-director
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ARRIVAL IN NEW YORK CITY: PREPARING TO ATTEND THE 59TH SESSION 

OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

The first task when arriving in New York City to attend the 

CSW is to go to the United Nations Headquarters to be 

accredited with an identification pass 

to enter the UN grounds.  This is 

required for entrance to the events 

held inside the UN building.  The task I, 

Linda MacDonald, and Elizabeth 

Gordon completed as members of 

NGOs.    

 

Hunger and food are next with a visit 

to the Grand Central Market and the 

discovery of many goodies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Linda MacDonald 

 

   
Figure 4: Jeanne Sarson  

 

Figure 2: Elizabeth Gordon 
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NGO CSW CONSULTATION DAY, March 8, 2015 

“Celebrate the Feminist and Women’s Movements 1975-2015” 

The line-up outside the Apollo Theatre began about 8: a.m.  Waiting in line gave 

Linda and me the pleasure of meeting Kathryn Caswell, a new CFUW member 

from British Columbia.  Kathryn joined us in the theatre.  Additionally, we enjoyed 

introducing Elizabeth Gordon, a participant on our upcoming panel, “Non-State 

Torture & Violence against 

Women & Girls”, to her first 

visit to the NGO CSW/NY.  In 

this report I reflect briefly on 

many of our experiences.  

Opening event: Women of 

the World.  The day began 

listening to these dynamic 

young women singing 

traditional songs in the 

native languages of 

Mexico, Denmark, Kenya, 

and China.  

 Welcoming messages by Soon-Young Yoon, Chair, NGO/CSW NY and Phumzile 

Miambo-Ngcuka, 

Under-Secretary-

General and 

Executive Director, UN 

Women were 

preceded by: 

Readings from the UN 

World Conferences on 

Women held in 

Mexico, 

Copenhagen, Nairobi, and Beijing in 1975, 1980, 1985, 

and 1995.  Video clips of these World Conferences 

were flashed across the screen giving more depth to 

the herstorical work of women.  Maybe women who 

were at this 59th session of the CSW attended some of 

Figure 5: Phumzile Miambo-Ngcuka 

 

Figure 6: Soon-Young Yoon 
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these previous women’s events.  Here 

are a few of the herstorical images 

that were visually resuscitated from 

the past.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Equality by 2030.  Reaching women’s and 

girls’ human rights equality by 2030 was 

stated as the goal of UN Women.  

Addressing the 12 critical concerns 

identified in the Beijing Platform for Action including eliminating relational 

violence and addressing emerging gaps will demand we all have tasks to 

achieve and governments to address. 

  

 

Figure 8: World Conference to Review and Appraise 

the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for 

Women, 1999 

 

 

Figure 7: 50th Commission on the Status of Women, 2006 

 

http://beijing20.unwomen.org/en/step-it-up
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf
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Keynote speaker, Ruchira Gupta, was declared the “Women of Distinction” by 

NGO CSW/NY.  In her speech, Ruchira shared 

her evolutionary journey of transforming from 

reporter to documentarian and activist.  

Traveling in Nepal she came across remote 

villages without many women and girls.  Asking 

why exposed her to the shocking reality that 

the women and girls had been sold to human 

traffickers and taken to India.  This led her to 

producing the award winning documentary 

“The Selling of Innocents” and her dedicated 

work of supporting women and girls to escape 

from sex trafficking captivity.     

Ruchira, in her keynote address, challenged the social perception that sex 

trafficking and prostitution is “sex work”; rather, she said, being trafficked and 

prostituted is violence against women and girls.  She called on UN Women not to 

continue to support prostitution as “work”.  At a later event, Ruchira shared how 

the statement by UN Women supporting prostitution as “sex work” influenced 

the halting by the Indian Government from enacting legislation that would have 

promoted a Nordic Model approach to prostitution.  

Beijing + 20 – Voices from the Regions.  Panelists shared regional perspectives; 

Charlotte Bunch was the discussant.  She took questions from the floor.  Linda 

was able to speak about how North America is continuously left out of such 

regional discourses.  It was acknowledged that women in all regions are facing 

many forms of inequalities including in North America, including non-State 

torture.   

Figure 9: Linda speaking with Ruchira 

 

Figure 10: Charlotte Bunch 
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Afternoon hours. This began with 

Dr. Gertude Mongelia speaking 

about “What Beijing Plus 20 Must 

Accomplish”, followed by a panel 

of young activists joined by Mary 

Robinson.    

Closing song: “Gonna Keep on 

Movin’ Forward”. 

Celebration March organized by New 

York City, UN Women, and civil society partners closed Consultation Day 

activities.  A reporter was speaking with marchers; I spoke of non-State torture 

(NST) as a human right violation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11: Youth panel and Mary Robinson 

Figure 13: Jeanne wearing a NST sash  

 

Figure 12: Elizabeth Gordon in the March 

 

 

Elizabeth 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/505757/Mary-Robinson
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/505757/Mary-Robinson
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PARALLEL EVENTS & SIDE-EVENTS 

In this section I capture brief information and images gleaned from some of the 

events Linda and I attended over the two weeks of the CSW. 

Countering Cyber Violence against Women.  Ms. Edith-Clare Hall, a UK youth, 

told her story about 

being a victim of 

cyber violence and 

respecting her 

decision to speak out.    

A US lawyer, Ms. Jan 

Moolman spoke about 

the problems current 

laws present then 

compared various 

legislative responses taken, 

including that of Nova Scotia.    

 

 

Preventing and Responding to Violence against Women – A Lancet Special 

Issue.  Australia’s 

Ambassador for 

Women and Girls, Ms. 

Natasha Stott Despoja 

AM, gave opening 

remarks.  I was able to 

suggest to her and the panel that non-State torture was a form of violence that 

 

Edith-Clare Hall 

 

Jan Moolman 

 

 

Natasha Stott Despoja 
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was not addressed.  I 

mentioned that the 

Australian state of 

Queensland had a law that 

criminalized torture by 

private persons or non-

State actors.   

This slide is from Ms. Peggie 

Ramaphane`s 

presentation.  She is 

Executive Director, WoMen 

Against Rape, Botswana.   

CEDAW and Gender-Based Violence (CBV): Progress and Challenges 20 Years 

after Beijing was organized by the Permanent Missions of Japan and of Poland 

to the United Nations and the Japanese Association of International Women’s 

Rights (JAIWR).  Ms. Yoko Hayashi was a panel member and as Chairperson of 

the UN CEDAW Committee, represents the first time Japan has held the Chair.  I 

asked her the question: Why State parties consider, for example, General 

Recommendation 19 as non-legally binding.  Ms. Hayashi explained that 

General Recommendations are considered “soft laws” thus not legally binding 

but provide guidelines for State parties to follow.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

Non-State Torture & Violence Against 

Women & Girls was sponsored by the 

European Women Lawyers Association, 

Wales Assembly of Women, National 

Alliance of Women’s Organizations, and 

Persons Against Non-State Torture.  Linda 

Figure 14: Ms. Yoko Hayashi, Chairperson of CEDAW Committee, 2nd from left 

 

 

Figure 15: Linda standing to present 

 

Yoko Hayashi 

http://www.jaiwr.org/english/
http://www.jaiwr.org/english/
http://www.ewla.org/
http://www.walesassemblyofwomen.co.uk/
http://www.nawo.org.uk/
http://www.nawo.org.uk/
http://nonstatetorture.org/
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and I presented our work of almost 22 years, Elizabeth Gordon gave her 

testimony of surviving non-State torture since her earliest of memories.  Jackie 

Jones spoke about the importance of law and summed up her experience of 

witnessing the reality of non-State torture victimization.  Annette Lawson chaired 

the panel.  Linda and I proudly shared policy handouts of our NGO: (1) Gender-

based Non-State Actor Torture (2) Prostitution of Women and Girls.    

 Saving Lives, Protecting Futures, An Every Woman Every Child High-Level Event 

Hosted by the Secretary-General.  To attend this event Linda, Elizabeth Gordon, 

and I had to pre-register to obtain the grey colored passes shown here.  This  

event was held in the ECOSOC Chamber; speakers 

included Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary-General; Melinda 

Gates, and a South American child.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Free from Violence! 20 Years after 

Beijing, Protecting Human Rights of 

Women and Ending Violence: The 

Growing Threat of Prostitution and 

Trafficking in Women.  Linda attended 

Figure 16; Ban Ki-moon  

 

 

 

Figure 18: Melinda Gates  

 

 

Figure 17: S. American child 

 

Figure 19: Elizabeth Gordon  

 

Elizabeth in the ECOSOC chamber. 

http://www.ifuw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Non-state-actor-torture-policy-paper.pdf
http://www.ifuw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Non-state-actor-torture-policy-paper.pdf
http://www.ifuw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Prostitution-of-Women-and-Girls.pdf


 

P
a

g
e
1
4
 

this panel and had a meaningful discussion with Ruchira Gupta about non-State 

torture women in prostitution can suffer.  

Caucus: North America and Europe.  At the first caucus meeting there were 

opposite opinions expressed about whether or not “sex work” should be 

included as terminology in 

chapter 7 of the new 

resource booklet, “A Guide 

for NGOs and Women’s 

Human Rights Activists at the 

UN and CSW 2015”.  Also 

distributed was the NGO 

Declaration and 

Recommendations by the 

NGO Committee on the Status of Women, Geneva.  This is the booklet in which, 

with the support of other NGOs at the Geneva NGO Forum in November 2014, 

Linda and I succeeded in lobbying for the inclusion of the following statement:  

“Ensure national laws criminalize non-State torture perpetrated by non-State 

actors and hold perpetrators accountable for gender-based non-State torture 

crimes” (p. 5).   

Rethinking Human Rights: Challenges and Opportunities in the 21st Century was 

sponsored by The New School and Women’s Learning 

Partnership (WLP).  The documentary film, “Human Rights: The 

Unfinished Journey” was premiered.  In this documentary 

Charlotte Bunch says: 

"We began to talk about things like at what point does 

domestic violence become torture?  If a woman is confined to 

her home, if she is beaten regularly, if she has no access to 

leaving these are all fundamental issues of torture and abuse.  

And it was really a turning point for the human rights 

community in recognizing that women's rights as human rights 

wasn't just a slogan.  That is was about the life and death and 

abuse of women all over the world."   

Sex Sells – What Do You Reckon? Prostitution, Trafficking & Demand was 

sponsored by Wales Assembly of Women and the European Women Lawyers 

Association.  Presenters were fourth year students of Jackie Jones, Professor of 

Feminist Legal Studies Bristol Law School, UWE.  Students presented their 

 

 

http://www.ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/NGO-Guide-LAYOUT-Main.pdf
http://www.ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/NGO-Guide-LAYOUT-Main.pdf
http://www.ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/NGO-Guide-LAYOUT-Main.pdf
http://www.ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/NGO-Guide-LAYOUT-Main.pdf
http://beijing20.ngocsw-geneva.ch/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Geneva-NGO-Forum-Beijing-20-Outcome-document.pdf
http://beijing20.ngocsw-geneva.ch/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Geneva-NGO-Forum-Beijing-20-Outcome-document.pdf
http://beijing20.ngocsw-geneva.ch/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Geneva-NGO-Forum-Beijing-20-Outcome-document.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PawGJoQ8Fg
http://www.walesassemblyofwomen.co.uk/
http://www.ewla.org/
http://www.ewla.org/
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perspectives about the harms caused to women and girls who are prostituted 

and trafficked; they also discussed the negative impacts of sexualized media 

and socio-cultural gendered attitudes. 

 

Stop Femicide! States’ Obligations and the Role of Women’s NGOs was 

sponsored by Women against Violence Europe (WAVE) and moderated by 

Marion Lesur.  Panelists Elena Laporta Herández of Feminicidio.net presented 

data on Spanish suicide rates.  Bárbara Tardón Recio, also from Spain, spoke 

about patriarchal oppression.  Linda and I shared our knowledge about non-

State torturers’ tactics that include conditioning—teaching—the children and 

women they torture to commit suicide versus telling on the torturers’ acts of 

torture, trafficking, and sexualized exploitation in crime scene pornography.  

 

Caucus: North America and Europe.  In this second caucus, Pierrette Pape was 

asking what terms of reference members of the caucus wanted to consider 

adopting.  Figure 21 represents Linda and my international relationships with 

 

 

http://www.wave-network.org/
http://translate.google.ca/translate?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.feminicidio.net/&prev=search
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Jackie Jones and Elizabeth Gordon NGO members from the UK, Jeanette 

Westbrook from the US.   

 

It was a thrill to meet women known but never seen before.  

This happened one evening when Linda and I met Valerie 

Hudson, one of the principle investigators of the WomanSTATS 

project.  We connected with Valerie 

years ago and are referenced in the 

book, “Sex & World Peace”, Valerie co-

authored with Bonnie Ballif-Spanvill, Mary 

Caprioli, and Chad F. Emmett.  

 

Continuing the Global Conversation: Why 

We Need An International Legally-binding 

Instrument on 

Violence 

Against Women, was a panel 

that considered the need for a 

new legally binding human 

rights instrument to address all 

forms of violence against women and girls and 

that would also address emerging gaps.  Non-

State torture is an emerging gap that presently is 

not covered by legally binding human rights 

instruments.   

Following this panel presentation Elizabeth 

Gordon spoke with Rashida Manjoo, Special 

 

 

Figure 22: Elizabeth Gordon 

 

 

Figure 21: (l-r) Jackie Jones, Jeanette 

Westbrook, Elizabeth Gordon, & Jeanne 

Sarson 

 

Figure 20: Pierrette Pape with the mike 

 

Pierrette 

http://www.womanstats.org/
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Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, its causes and consequences.     

Twenty Years After Beijing: Prostitution, Sex Trafficking and the Quest for Equality: 

New Voices, New Models, and New Solutions, by the Coalition against 

Trafficking in Women.  Speakers included Vednita Carter, Founder and 

Executive Director of Breaking Free; Melissa Farley, Founder and Director of the 

San Francisco-based organization, Prostitution Research and Education (PRE); 

Ingeborg Kraus, 

founder of Trauma 

and Prostitution; 

and Rachel Moran, 

founder and 

Director of SPACE 

International, 

author of “Paid For: 

My Journey Through 

Prostitution”.  All 

view prostitution as violence against women and girls that must be stopped.    

Dual breakfast meetings began first with IFUW abuzz with discussion as to the 

commitments of IFUW membership and promotion of secondary and tertiary 

education.  Linda and I had great 

conversations with Mtra. Ma. De 

Lourdes Enriquez Rosas who translated 

our conversation for another member 

from Mexico.  WG-USA meeting followed 

giving more time to connect with 

members we had never met.  Also, WG-

USA member Jeanette Westbrook was accompanied by and introduced SPACE 

International women who would be on the IFUW, CFUW, and GW-USA sponsored 

panel the following day.     

 

Figure 24: Catherine Bell, IFUW President & Aoife Hegarty, 

Advocacy and Communications Officer 

 

 

Figure 23: Vednita Carter, Melissa Farley, Ingeborg Kraus, & Rachel Moran 

 

Figure 25: WG-USA meet and greet 

 

http://www.catwinternational.org/
http://www.catwinternational.org/
http://www.breakingfree.net/
http://prostitutionresearch.com/
http://www.trauma-and-prostitution.eu/en/the-appeal/
http://www.trauma-and-prostitution.eu/en/the-appeal/
http://spaceinternational.ie/
http://spaceinternational.ie/
http://www.ifuw.org/
http://www.wg-usa.org/website2014/
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We Used to be Number One: Canada at Beijing+20 was, in part, a discussion of 

how women’s equality has eroded in Canada which no longer ranks first 

amongst nations in measures of gender equality.  Reading, “Progress on 

Women’s Rights: Missing in Action”, shows Canada is 23rd in the UN Gender 

Inequality Index. Panelists included, Kate McInturff, Marilou McPhedran, Lise 

Martin, Dvorah Silverman, Ann Dector, and Vicky Smallman.   

 

Film Festival: Breeders: A Subclass of Women? This link includes a trailer to the 

film shown at the presentation.  The video documentary was of women telling 

their stories of surrogacy impregnation and the medical, emotional, and legal 

difficulties the women encountered.   

Ending Human Trafficking: The Responsibility of Corporations, Investors and 

Consumers was sponsored by IFUW, WG-USA, and Bucks County Coalition 

Against Trafficking.  This presentation dealt with socially responsible investing 

(SRI).  The speaker discussed the UN Guiding Principles for Companies on 

Business and Human Rights.  There is a responsibility for companies to carry out 

human rights impact assessments to identify risks factors.  This requires 

companies doing “traceability” investigations 

to know where their products are coming from.  

For example, for Coco-Cola to trace where its 

sugar comes from and how the workers are 

treated.   

Persons subjected to sexualized  human 

trafficking was also briefly discussed. Reference 

was made to “The Code of Conduct for the 

Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation 

in Travel and Tourism”.  The following slide 

offered interventions that corporations can take.   

Figure 26: We Used to be Number One panelists 

 

 

https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2014/11/Progress_Women_Beijing20.pdf
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2014/11/Progress_Women_Beijing20.pdf
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/breeders
http://www.ifuw.org/
http://www.wg-usa.org/website2014/wg-usa-sponsors-3-events-at-uncsw59/
http://www.bcatpa.org/
http://www.bcatpa.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuidingPrinciplesBusinessHR_EN.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuidingPrinciplesBusinessHR_EN.pdf
http://www.thecode.org/about/
http://www.thecode.org/about/
http://www.thecode.org/about/
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Prostitution, Sex Trafficking, and the Human Rights Abuse Inherent to the Sex 

Trade, was a presentation given by women who have exited prostitution— 

Vednita Carter, 

Rachel Moran, 

Cherie Jimenez, and 

Marian Hatcher--

presented powerful 

personal insights into 

the harms inflicted in 

prostitution.  Julie 

Bindel, journalist, is 

an ally supporting 

the Nordic Model and prostitution as violence against women.  Feminist activist 

Agnete Stroem opened with a herstorical reflection.  Norma Ramos, in the 

background, moderated the panel.  Melina Lito of Equality Now gave opening 

remarks. 

The Necessity of the Nordic Model from SPACE International (Survivors of 

Prostitution-Abuse Calling for Enlightment): Global Survivors Speak was 

moderated by Jeanette Westbrook and opened by Agnete Stroem.  Panelists 

 

Figure 27: Photo by Ingeborg Kraus 

 

http://www.equalitynow.org/
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Autumn Burris, Fiona Broadfoot, and Bridget Perrier gave powerful compelling 

personal testimonies, several mentioning torture victimization.  Linda and I 

presented our work of non-

State torture (NST) inflicted 

against women and girls by 

parents, other family 

members, guardians, pimps, 

johns, and like-minded others.  

Figure 28 was included in our 

presentation.  It is a woman’s 

drawing.  She was tortured, 

pimped, and exploited into 

her adulthood.  It was never 

“sex work”; it was always 

violence.       

Data and Information on Violence Against Women to Target Effective Policies, 

Presented by Italy, UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), and the UN Statistics 

Division (UNSD).  Linda Laura Sabbadini-ISTAT spoke of the Italian survey on 

violence against women.  Survey findings indicate that 31% of women ages 16-

70 have experienced male violence in their lifetime.  This means, when applying 

the rate to the female population at the time of the survey, 6,743,000 women 

ages 16-70 would have experienced violence in their lifetime.  23.7% of women 

have experienced sexual violence and 18.8% physical violence.  Women ages 

16-34 were found to experience higher rates of violence and intimate partners 

are responsible for majority of the violent acts. Women continue to fear 

disclosing sexual violence and nearly 92% of rapes are never reported to the 

police.  

Charity Kagwi of 

the UNODC spoke 

of how femicide 

can be regularly 

collected and 

analysed if the 

data is presented.  

Figure 27 showed 

that although total 

homicide rates in 32 

30/03/2015 J. Sarson & L. MacDonald www.nonstatetorture.org 6

of the girl child pimped & prostituted within 

NST family/guardian

johns with a demand for a child who withstands sexualized NST

Father the  pimp, “Bring her back when you’re done.” 

Sara, age  2

Canada

Figure 28: One of our presentation slides 

 

 

http://www.wave-network.org/sites/default/files/06%20ITALY%20END%20VERSION.pdf
http://www.wave-network.org/sites/default/files/06%20ITALY%20END%20VERSION.pdf
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countries is going down total intimate 

partner/family-related homicides 

have remained stable over the five 

years.  Figure 30 is significant for 

identifying why laws on non-State 

torture must be developed because 

without a law its occurrence is 

invisible, there will be no criminal data 

and no statistics to influence policy 

and program responses, or to prevent 

and eliminate non-State torture 

victimization.  

 

Francesca Grum of UNSD referred to the “World’s Women 2015:  Trends and 

Statistics” publication to be released in April which makes reference to the 

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.   

Making Women’s Voices Heard From Beijing to Post 2015 in Social media, 

panelists provided much media savvy.  Anna Faith is manager of 

EmpowerWomen.org said that the Government of Canada fully funds this 

program that includes ilearn.  Mollie Vandor is product manager at Twitter and 

active member of the @womeng leadership team at Twitter.  She said that there 

has been a 300% increase in feminist conversation with Twitter in the past three 

years and a 115% increase in HeForShe.  Estelle Loiseau manages @Wikigender; 

Keshet Bachan is a Girl Expert with Plan International managing ‘This is my 

 

Figure: 29 

 

Figure: 30 

 

http://www.empowerwomen.org/en/events/making-womens-voices-heard-from-beijing-to-post2015
http://www.empowerwomen.org/en
https://twitter.com/womeng
http://www.heforshe.org/
http://www.wikigender.org/index.php/New_Home
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moment’; Liz Ford is Deputy Editor of Global Development at the Guardian, 

spoke of the importance of story-telling, opinion pieces, and backlashes are  

happening.  Sharon Bhagwan Rolls co-

founded the NGO FemLINKPacific.  

 

Linda asked a question: How to get emerging issues such as NST out onto a 

global platform?  Linda’s question is at 56:16, the answer at 1:03:07.  

 

Mother’s Wish – A Preview of a Cinematic Tribute 

to Female Perseverance by Award-winning 

Director Joonas Berghäll.  A Unigue chance to 

see this Film before its World Premiere Later this 

Year, was the side-event supported by Finland.  

It took over four years to make and Mr. Berghäll 

stated he contacted women via the internet 

and word of mouth as he travelled to different 

countries.   

Elimination of Violence Against Women in the Dominican Republic, sponsored 

by the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the United Nations and 

the Global Foundation for Democracy and Development (GFDD).  This 

presentation can be read in English and includes a Spanish You Tube video.  My 

Figure: 31 Linda asking her question 

 
Figure32: Linda MacDonald & Jeanne Sarson 

 

Figure 33: Mr. Berghäll is in the center 

 

 

http://www.femlinkpacific.org.fj/
http://www.empowerwomen.org/en/events/making-womens-voices-heard-from-beijing-to-post2015
http://www.globalfoundationdd.org/about_us.asp
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question to Ms. Mary Shanti 

Dairiam is at the 1:04:25 mark in 

a video included in the GFDD 

web page.  Ms. Dairiam’s 

response in English is at 1:09:18.  

Ms. Dairiam was a member of 

the CEDAW Committee from 

2005-2008.  When speaking with 

Ms. Dairiam, following the 

closure of this side-event, I 

explained that her answer did 

not coincide with, for example, Canada’s explanation that it did not have to 

follow the General Conclusions of the Committee against Torture because the 

Committee’s recommendations were based on the Committee’s General 

Conclusions and considered “soft laws” thus not legally binding on State parties.     

This book was a handout.  It provided much information on violence against 

women.  In the Dominican Republic 1,153 women 

were murdered by spouses or former spouses from 

2005 to 2010.  In the first ten months of 2013, there 

were 47 femicides in Ecuador along with warnings of 

increased brutality such as the women’s bodies 

appeared to have been “tortured, mutilated, and 

with signs of sexual violence” (p. 75).  Efforts to 

decrease femicides in this region include criminalizing 

femicide as an autonomous offence, reducing 

impunity, improving women’s access to services, and 

changing relational socio-cultural patterns.     

One early morning briefing was of two young 

women discussing young women’s human rights 

work.  Linda spoke to this young woman about 

FGM being a form of non-State torture.  The young 

woman realized this would be an informed way to 

highlight the suffering caused by FGM.     

3 Major Epidemics Burdening Women: HIV, NCDS, 

And VAW How to tackle them through Community 

and Policy Action and Empower Women and Girls 

 

 

Figure 35: Linda MacDonald & 

presenter 

 

Figure: 34 Jeanne Sarson at the mike 

 

http://globalfoundationdd.org/fulltext.asp?t=a&id=9009
http://globalfoundationdd.org/fulltext.asp?t=a&id=9009
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Effectively, Bosnia and Herzegovina, IOGT International, addressed the harmful 

use of alcohol, 

gender-based 

violence, and 

non-

communicable 

disease.  H. E. 

Mirsada 

Colaković spoke 

about the sexual violence and torture inflicted against women during the Bosnia 

and Herzegovina civil war.  Women are, 20 years later, breaking their silence 

and organizing.  The harm caused by alcohol was discussed by Monica Swahn 

of George State University.  Data on intimate partner violence and alcohol 

showed, for example, that in Brazil 70% of such violence was “alcohol related”; 

in Australia it was 44%, in Sweden 50%, and in Europe 66%.  NCDS discourse 

referred to heart disease, obesity, and other such harms that life style changes 

can improve.  

Beijing+20, Broken Promises, and the Need for Accountability, Asia Pacific Forum 

on Women, Law and Development, was a discussion of the Asia Pacific region 

which holds 60% of the world’s population.  The speaker (r) on the indigenous 

rights told of the loss of indigenous land to mining companies, aided by the 

State using police and para-military forces.  Killing of women and children as 

well as sexualized violence occurs.    

The second panelist, Dr. Renu 

Adhikan/Rajbnandan, seated in 

the middle is from Nepal.  She 

spoke of the 2006 revolution, that 

women are presently 33% of the 

government, and in 2010 a 

National Plan of Action on 

violence against women and 

human trafficking was developed.  

She spoke of a child of six years 

who was raped and murdered and no investigation occurred.  Women 

protested and were beaten, she her-Self had her hand broken.  Sexualized 

violence is reportedly on the rise as is reporting when it happens.   

 

 

http://apwld.org/
http://apwld.org/
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The last speaker, Helen Hakena (r), from Bogenville Island, Papa New Guinea, 

described the 1989-2000 conflict arising from the issues of a large copper mine 

on women’s land.  There was a government blockage, all services were 

stopped, killings, massive rapes, and murders occurred with over 20,000 lives lost.  

She said that 64% of the men admitted raping women and functioned with 

impunity.  At the time she was seven months pregnant and eventually delivered 

prematurely in an abandoned bank.  When efforts arose for peace negotiations 

women disappeared from the public sphere because they could not withstand 

being confronted by men who had raped them.  Helen found she was the only 

person both sides of the conflict would accept as a peace negotiator.  Much 

work remains to reach equality, safety, and peace.  I asked the panel: 

Concerning accountability was CEDAW helpful?  All panelists stated seldom do 

the recommendations of the CEDAW Committee work.  Following the 

presentation I asked Helen if some women had endured torture, she agreed.  

Kate Lappin, Regional Council Member of APWLD, was the moderator.  

Advancing Gender Sensitive Legislative and Policy Agenda in the Kenyan 

Parliament was hosted by 

KEWOPA and was a 

discussion on women’s gains 

in positions within the 

government and influences in 

their communities.  

The Last Day.  Panelists 

presented their perspectives.  

Geta Sen spoke about all the 

issues relating to gender 

inequality.  John Hendra spoke of SDG goal 5 and the need to leave no one 

behind, the need for transparency, and the promotion of resiliency.  Irene 

Esambo focused on 1325 and the Congo, for example.   

Business included States discussion on the draft resolution E/CN.6/2015/L.2 on the 

situation of and assistance to Palestinian women.  A vote was taken—it passed.  

Canada did not vote as it does not hold a present voting membership in 

ECOSOC.   

Documents distributed included: 

E/CN.6/2015L.4 Draft report Organization of the session, 

 

http://www.globalfoundationdd.org/fulltext.asp?t=a&id=9013
http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/34
http://www.unelections.org/?q=node/34


 

P
a

g
e
2
6
 

E/CN.6?2015/L.5 Future organization and methods of work of the Commission on 

the Status of Women,  

E?CN.6/2015/L.3 Provisional agenda and documentation for the sixtieth session 

of the Commission on the Status of 

Women  

Chair of the Commission, Kanda 

Vajrabhaya of Thailand completed 

her one year term and Brazilian 

Ambassador 

Antonio de Aguiar 

Patriota will now 

be Chair.    

 

 

 

Women in the gallery are leaving 

as are the States.  Linda 

connects with Greg Dempsey, 

Second Secretary, Human Rights 

and Social Affairs, Permanent 

Mission of Canada in the United 

Nations to ask for his card.  

We had met with Greg and 

Eleanor Belshaw-Hauff, Policy 

 

Figure 37: Transferring Chair positions 

 

Figure 38: Linda MacDonald 

talking to Greg Dempsey 

 

Figure 36: Last day panel 
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Advisor, Human Rights and Indigenous Affairs Policy Division, Ottawa every day 

of this last week.  

The Last Morning, Friday March 20th 

unexpectedly brought meeting Beverly 

Turner from Pacific Women’s Watch 

(New Zealand) whom Linda and I had 

lost track of—it was a very pleasant 

conclusion to our day!   

 

Students are doing assignments 

by studying the displays hanging 

in the main entrance of the UN 

Headquarters, including 

“Women and Slavery”.  

 

 

IN CONCLUSION: FEMINISTS AND WOMEN’S MOVEMENTS  

WOMEN AND SLAVERY TELLING THEIR STORIES 

Women from Africa who were 

sold into slavery are estimated to 

be one-third of the 15 million 

enslaved people forced across 

the Atlantic.  This exhibition, in the 

entrance of the UN Headquarters, 

reveals the unbearable sufferings 

of many enslaved women who 

endured sexualized exploitation, 

prostitution, rape, torture, and 

death.  Enslaved women were 

considered “property”, 

 

 

Figure 39: Beverley Turner & Jeanne 

 

http://www.pacificwomenswatch.org.nz/
http://www.pacificwomenswatch.org.nz/
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“concubines” or married free men in the hopes of freeing them-Selves and their 

children.  What has changed?  This is a realistic reflective question. To women 

and girls of all colors, of all races, femicide continues to happen; women and 

girls are objectified, exploited, raped, tortured, and prostituted.  Female-based 

sexualized enslavement in the form of prostitution continues—this is never work.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, New York City; Rememberslavery.un.org and 

memorial.nates.fr  

REMEMBERING THE FEMINIST WOMEN WHO CAME BEFORE US AND WHO FOUGHT FOR US 

   SOJOURNER TRUTH 

 She was a freed woman feminist slave in the 

US who linked women’s rights with civil rights.  

1787-1883   

She was born Isabella Baumfree but changed 

it to June 1, 1843.  

She won legal victory over a white man when 

gaining the return of her five year-old son who 

had been sold to the south.  

“Ain’t I a Woman?” was her most famous 

speech which she delivered in 1851 at the first National Women’s Rights 

Convention. 

 

 

http://www.nypl.org/about/locations/schomburg
http://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/
http://memorial.nantes.fr/en/
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        OLYMPE DE GOUGES 

She was a feminist French playwright and 

political activist during the French Revolution 

who denounced slavery and at age forty-five 

was decapitated on November 3, 1793.  

 

               ANNE KNIGHT 

 

 

 

Anne was a British feminist who 

became involved in the abolition of 

slavery in the 1830s.  

In 1840, male leaders of the World Anti-

Slavery Convention encouraged Anne 

to campaign for women’s equal rights.   

1781-1862  

 

 

Figure 40: Excerpt from the Femmes 

Puissantes Exhibit, courtesy of the 

Memorial to the Abolition of Slavery, 

Nantes, France. 

 

Figure 41: Excerpt from Des Femmes Puissantes 

exhibit, courtesy of the Memorial to the Abolition of 

Slavery, Nantes, France 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tumblr18.com%2Fimages%2Fpurple-rose%2Fpage%2F2%2F&ei=KeUaVbi2CtWiyASkh4CIBw&bvm=bv.89381419,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFAH8InvRG7QFBLey768jmwJSdyPg&ust=1427912014994869
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Appendix A 

A Global Framework: A Non-State Torture (NST) Continuum   

A Global Continuum: Visibilizing & Naming Categories of Gender NST

‘Classic’ non-State torture, i.e., in relationships such as  

parental, partner, foster care, and peer; or stranger  

•Electric shocking

•Beaten, burned, cut, whipped

•Immobilization tortures, tied, hung, caged, forced into painful 

positions   

•Water tortures

•Suffocation and choking tortures

•Sexualized continuous tortures individuals/groups/rings, 

weapon or object rapes, & human-animal violence-bestiality

•Chemical torture, forced drugging

•Deprivations of food, drink, sleep

•Deprivations of extreme heat, cold, light/darkness  

•Psychological tortures: Humiliation, mocked & laughed at, 

dehumanization, animalization, degradation, terrorization, 

horrification 

•Forced nakedness

•Forced witnessing the torture of others

•Powerlessness via more torture pain

•Ritualism tactics, sado-drama to heighten perps’ pleasures

31/03/2015 7J. Sarson & L. MacDonald, www.nonstatetorture.org

‘Classic’ commercial based torture, 

i.e., 

• Trafficked & tortured

• Tortured in prostitution

• Torture-porn

• Snuff films/photos

• Torture of migrant domestic worker            
(OSCE et al., 2013)

Socio-cultural norms, 

traditional or religious-

based acts, i.e., 

• FGM

• Acid burning

• Widow burning

 

 

The above framework image was included in our CSW parallel events.  It has 

been almost 22 years in the making, developing and evolving as gender-based 

human right violations that amount to torture victimization have been 

increasingly recognized, including awareness at the United Nations level by 

Special Rapporteurs and UN Committees.  Linda and I realize social and human 

rights awareness will continue to evolve and so will this continuum.  Patriarchal 

human rights perspectives have excluded torture by non-State actors as a 

violation of women’s and girls’ human rights for decades which resulted in its 

invisibilization.  This must transform if, for example, equality human rights 

education based on the UN Declaration on Human Rights Education and 

Training (A/RES/66/137) is to promote the indivisibility of human rights equally of 

women and girls and men and boys.  
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Appendix B 

 

Femifesto on Non-State Torture (NST) 

 

1. All women and girls have the human right not to be subjected to torture 

irrespective of who the perpetrator is. 

 

2. All women and girls who have endured forms of non-State torture (NST) have 

the human right to speak their truth, to be listened to, and to be believed. 

 

3. All women and girls who endured NST have the human right to equality, the 

right to reclaim their human dignity and their liberation.  

 

4. All women and girls who have endured NST have the right to seek justice for 

the crime they have endured, to expect that all perpetrators will not function 

with impunity for the NST crimes they committed but will be held 

accountable for the crime of NST. 

 

5. All women and girls who have survived NST have the right to have their 

survival responses understood, the right not to be pathologized or considered 

mentally ill, and the right to have access to NST informed care. 

 

6. As feminists we refuse to apologize for speaking the truth about non-State 

torture human right violations. 

 

7. As feminists we thank those who listen with respect. 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tumblr18.com%2Fimages%2Fpurple-rose%2Fpage%2F2%2F&ei=KeUaVbi2CtWiyASkh4CIBw&bvm=bv.89381419,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFAH8InvRG7QFBLey768jmwJSdyPg&ust=1427912014994869

