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The Town of Truro Draft Community Plan Fact Sheet “Separating FACT from 

FICTION” says the community plan permits „adult entertainment‟ uses in some 

commercial and industrialized areas of Truro subject to a list of conditions, including 

located away from “homes, schools, religious institutions, parks, playgrounds, and 

accommodations.” Truro town‟s current definition of “adult entertainment” means “any 

establishment or retail business that offers goods, services…[that] includes, but is not 

limited to…the display of the nude or semi-nude human body in a manner or context 

apparently designed to exploit the sexual aspects of the human body.” 
  

The EXPLOITATION RISKS connected to “adult entertainment” creates DEMAND for 

mainly women treated as goods and services. Like the movie theatre, its goods and 

services must be constantly rotated because if the same movie is played for 6 months 

the business would end. This applies to “adult entertainment”; it creates a demand and 

supply need for rotating women of all shapes, sizes, races, and ages. The potential 

risks that can develop relate to:  

 GROWTH of strip clubs, massage parlours, and escort agencies can cover-

up illegal crimes such as human trafficking, prostitution, and potentially other 

forms of violence that amounts to non-State torture of women and children. 
 

 HUMAN TRAFFICKING, SLAVERY-LIKE VICTIMIZATIONS  
 

 PROSTITUTION  
 

 ORGANIZED CRIMINAL CRIME GROUPS 
 

 OTHER CRIMES and CORRUPTION, i.e., assaults, threats, drug and gun 
trafficking   

 

Adult entertainment is a SUPPLY AND DEMAND model so eliminating 

the demand decreases the risks which also depend on policing acting 

as gate-keepers of community and individual safety. 
  

WE ARE CALLING FOR THE 

REMOVAL OF THE ADULT 

ENTERTAINMENT REGULATION IN 

THE BY-LAWS WRITTEN IN THE 

TOWN OF TRURO DRAFT 

COMMUNITY PLAN  

 

ARE THERE COMMUNITY DANGERS RELATING 

TO “ADULT ENTERTAINMENT”? 
HUMAN 
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Non-State torture (NST). Our 30 years of working knowledge began in Truro in 1993 supporting women 

who described being non-State tortured in families, and exploited into trafficking, prostitution, and victimized 

in strip clubs. Non-State torturers refers to individuals, families, pimps, buyers, human traffickers, and 

organized criminal groups whose sexualized gratification is inflicting brutal dehumanizing acts of NST.  

Risks related to human trafficking, organized crime, and slavery. All Canadian provinces and 

territories have a legal obligation to criminalize human trafficking, to prevent and punish human traffickers 

whose main criminal purpose is exploiting women and girls into prostitution and other forms of sexualized 

exploitation. Human trafficking is also considered global organized crime. Sexualized human trafficking is 

about the selling and buying predominately of women and girls, for example 96% of victims of police-

reported human trafficking were women and girls, 24% were 17 or younger, and such exploitation is often 

described as a modern-day form of slavery; 81% of persons accused of human trafficking were men. Nova 

Scotia had the highest annual rate of police-reported human trafficking in Canada between 2011 and 2021.  
 

Risks of prostitution. Nationally under Bill C-36, strip clubs, massage parlours, and escort agencies in 

which prostitution takes place are commercial enterprises that institutionalize exploitation of the prostitution 

of others. If the prostitution of others occurs in these commercial enterprises it is a criminal offence 

(Question 6). Prostitution negatively impacts communities numerous ways as harassment of residents; 

noise; impeding traffic; unsanitary acts, including leaving behind dangerous garbage such as used 

condoms or drug paraphernalia. Organized crime can relate to prostitution and drug-related offences, 

human trafficking, sexual exploitation of children on the internet, guns and money laundering.  
 

Acts of violence including torture against women and girls exploited lists black eyes; bruising from the 

neck down (frequently done by traffickers); lacerations from knives and other devices; strangulation marks; 

teeth knocked out; traumatic brain injury (TBI); bullet wounds from being shot (generally when there is 

organized crime / gangs involved); internal injuries to female reproductive organs and tissue damage from 

violent sexualized acts; being penetrated with various objects, and nipples pulled off. 
 

Truro and Millbrook’s childhood population consist of approximately 2,000. Exposure of children to 

commercial enterprises such as strip clubs, massage parlours, and escort agencies creates community risk 

if prostitution of others, human trafficking, or other crimes occur which can result in children victimized, 

exploited, and confronted by unwelcomed solicitation by buyers. Children risk exposure to the concept of 

the sale of others in printed media or on websites (Question 5) if advertised by such enterprises. Aboriginal 

youth, teenaged runaways, and children in protection are at-risk for human trafficking; age 13-25 exploited.  

 

Bill C-36, the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act of 2014 describes that 

exploitation in prostitution allows men, the primary buyers, to demean and degrade the human dignity of all 

women and girls, objectifying their human body as a commodity to be bought and sold. There are risks for a 

femicide to be perpetrated in Canada when women are victimized in illegal forms of exploitation such as 

human trafficking and organized crimes. In Canada women in prostitution are killed by an accused serial 

killer at a rate nearly three times greater than women not involved in prostitution.    

LOCAL & NATIONAL INFORMATION ON RISK 

https://nonstatetorture.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWtNOjwrAnI&t=105s
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/hmn-trffckng-fct-sht-ky-fdrl-mlstns/index-en.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/protocol-prevent-suppress-and-punish-trafficking-persons
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/cntrng-crm/hmn-trffckng/abt-hmn-trffckng-en.aspx
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/cntrng-crm/hmn-trffckng/abt-hmn-trffckng-en.aspx
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-005-x/2022001/article/00001-eng.htm
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/other-autre/protect/p1.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/other-autre/c36faq/
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/cmbtng-rgnzd-crm/index-en.aspx
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2009002/article/10847-eng.htm
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/jr/rmapi-epmlcp/pdf/RSD_RR2022_Measures_Address_Prostitution_Initiative_MAPI_EN.pdf
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-46/section-267.html
https://goyff.az.gov/sites/default/files/meeting-documents/materials/nonfatal_strangulation_presentation_toledo_2021.pptx.pdf
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1104&context=dignity
https://www.truro.ca/documents/pln/1494-part-2-our-community/file
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/other-autre/c36faq/
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/ntnl-ctn-pln-cmbt/index-en.aspx
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/jr/trafficking-traite/findings-constatations.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/2014_25.pdf
https://femicideincanada.ca/callitfemicide2018-2022.pdf
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2016001/article/14670-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2016001/article/14670-eng.htm

