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 NON-STATE TORTURERS’ TACTIC OF COERCIVE CONTROL 

Brief Submitted by Jeanne Sarson & Linda MacDonald, 26 July, 2024 

To STANDING COMMITTEE STUDY OF BILL C-332: AN ACT to amend the 
Criminal Code (coercive control of intimate partner) 

Based on our 31 years of supporting women’s healing from non-State torture victimizations 
committed by private individuals such as a spouse or a parent, coercive control can be/is an 
additional pattern of conduct intentionally inflicted that threatens their intimate partner’s or 
their daughter’s safety as listed in Bill C-332. We share two stories. One of a father and his use 
of non-State torture involving coercive control on his daughter and one of a male spouse on his 
female spouse and his non-State torture and coercive control intentionally inflicted on her. 
Non-State torturers’ massive manipulation occurs in s. 264.01 (1) (a) and (b) as an offence; it 
includes a pattern of conduct in which non-State torture violence is perpetrated against an 
intimate partner ((2) (a) (i)), against a partner’s child under 18 years (ii), and against an animal 
(iv). Also applicable is (2) (c) in that safety is always threatened to create ongoing circumstances 
of vulnerability ((3)).  

Non-State torturers’ intentionally attempt to destroy the personhood of the girls or women 
they torture. Dominating and controlling women’s and girls’ physical and psychological lives 
includes their intentional infliction of life-threatening torture ordeals. Attempting to destroy 
their emotional, cognitive, behavioural, and perceptual development, and distorting their 
worldview. As evidenced when women tell us they did not know or perceive they were human 
persons or that they had a physical body or skin, or who described them-Self as an “it,” “a 
thing,” or as “nothing.” Non-State torturers’ physical violence includes, for example, the 
intentional and purposeful infliction of electric shocks, water torture, severe beatings, cuttings, 
whippings, dislocation or fractures of limbs, suffocation, choking, strangulation, forced 
impregnations and abortions, group or gang rapes, forced drugging, degradations, and 
humiliations. All cause dehumanization.  

Carrie’s Story: A father’s non-State torture and coercive control of his daughter. Carrie had 
five siblings and lived in a small fishing village. She explained, “I lived within three realities at 
once. Our family community face was everyone loved my father, playing the role of a kind and 
gentle man, when he died the community said, ‘We all loved your father.’ Our family-insider 
face was filled with my father’s alcoholic rages. One experience…is the time my sisters, 
brothers, and I were sitting on the coach...my mother was sitting in her rocking chair with my 
father holding a gun to her head. I remember my mother was referred to as the nagging wife. 
He pulled the trigger...I started screaming and screaming...I remember I couldn’t stop. I thought 
my father was going to kill me! As for my brothers they were, as was I, physically beaten, 
emotionally and psychologically battered by our experiences of family violence. There were 
days and days like this. Years like this. The Inner-circle face, I will attempt to share the 
dehumanizing and horrific acts so you will begin to understand the reality of my childhood...and 
my father’s “secret” relationship with me. There were so many days of torture, of horror, 
terror; so much pain trafficking me to about 12 of his friends to be tortured and torture-raped. 
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One personally chilling and threatening experience was the day my father took me with my pet 
kitten, Brownie, for a walk in the woods to the lake. My father forced me to hold Brownie 
under the water...he forced me to drown Brownie. I screamed and screamed. My father told 
me I was never to tell my mother what was going on or he’d kill me like I’d killed Brownie. I 
never told. As children there was no one to tell...who would have listened to us...who was 
willing to listen...prepared to listen? How could my father and his friends, who loved and 
derived so much pleasure from doing what they did, ever have stopped their behaviour? I don’t 
think such people can stop.” 

Lynn’s Story: Male spousal non-State torture and coercive control committed against his wife. 
Lynn lived in a Nova Scotian town, and met Ben, her husband-to-be, in her mid-twenties. They 
married within the year. Lynn explains: “Ben exerted other oppressive, manipulative, isolating, 
and controlling behaviours. He manipulated me into feeling special by explaining he’d answer 
all telephone calls. When Ben talked on the phone I wasn’t allowed to listen nor see our 
telephone bills. Ben’s physical violence and dignity wounds escalated, pushing me around, 
calling me names, shoving, hitting, and punching me, and blackening my eye. Six months after 
our wedding I excitedly boarded a plane with Ben thinking our life would change. Landing at the 
Toronto airport terminal my excitement turned to confusion and disbelief, then to fear. Ben 
grabbed my wrist muttering, ‘Don’t say a thing, bitch, or you’ll be sorry.’ Landing two men 
surrounded me. Clamping their fists over my arms they manoeuvred me to a car where a third 
man sat behind the wheel. Where I was taken I did not know. Parking behind a house Ben, the 
driver, and the other two men ordered me out of the car. Pushing and shoving me through the 
backdoor, up a dimly lit set of stairs, throwing me into a room, confused, disorientated, 
disbelieving. Shocked. The bare light bulb stuck to the ends of fuzzy yellow and black twisted 
cords, of a twelve by twelve windowless room. A three-quarter box spring and mattress with 
four legs covered with a dirty sheet. No blanket. No pillow. A dirty grey-white tub, toilet, sink, 
and a shitty brown and dirty cast-iron heating radiator. Hand-cuffs snapped over its pipes and 
over my right wrist would imprison me. That first night of my four and a half years of captivity 
and enslavement, the only door to the room was kept open a crack so I could see and hear the 
two goons sitting in the hallway guarding me. ‘Get back in there, bitch!’ were the words they 
hurled at me if I tried to leave the room. This was after they’d each taken their turn gang raping 
me. When they finished gang raping me I felt utterly destroyed. Two hours in the air had 
transported me from freedom into captivity! How could this happen to me? And, in Canada! I 
was never called Lynn again. I became ‘piece of meat’ as they trafficked and prostituted me to 
men who paid to torture me, including 10 policemen wearing uniforms and using their guns to 
threaten me.”  

Due diligence responsibilities and Recommendations  

Carrie’s and Lynn’s victimization stories illustrate that non-State torturers inflict “a pattern of 
conduct” described in Bill C-332. Our recommendations are: (1) Amending the Criminal Code by 
enacting Bill C-332 on coercive control, (2) Amending the Criminal Code by adding that torture 
is perpetrated by non-State actors, and (3) Promoting a victim-centered approach, fostering 
respect, dignity, access to justice, fairness, safety, and security and the development and 
delivery of programs, education, and trainings throughout all essential departmental services.  


