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Jeanne Sarson and Linda MacDonald" with Adama-Sira Le Blay,” 2025

It was a pleasant 15™ of October 2025 day in Paris, France. We, with Adama, were wandering a
bit lost, on our way to share time with women from different African countries who are in Paris
as migrants or refugees. These bluish-grey doors of 11
Rue Georgette Agutte, Figure 1, opened to staff
welcoming us and explaining they provide daytime
support services to between 1000-2000 women yearly.
They ushered us into the room where the women knew
the planned conversation was to speak of torture At
victimizations perpetrated by non-State actors. * Fig. 1: 111 Rue Georgette Agutte

The women, approximately 30, were gathered together, seated around a cluster of connected
tables. Some were young mothers with school-aged young children, others were mothering and
breast feeding babies, or pregnant. A few women were sixtyish. We learned that most were
homeless which meant every night the women had to seek safe-sleeping services for themselves
and their children. Such services, we were told, were commonly provided by the Red Cross and
humanitarian non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Medicare and schooling are free.
Children start school at age three which had been mandatory since 2018. Adama explained that
most of the women are undocumented and have difficulties obtaining resident permits. The
women were predominately French speaking which Adama is; Linda and | are not.

Our connection with the women was through Adama. She began by explaining who we were and
that we have been working for 33 years to have the voices of women who survived non-State
torture heard and the torturers criminalized. And that we created the term non-State torture and
have supported women during their recovery and healing. Adama shared the following definition
of non-State torture (NST):

NST is commit intentionally by non-State actors, in public or private, in relationships,
perpetrated within families, in human trafficking, in prostitution, in pornographic
exploitation, by violent individuals, groups, and gangs, dismissed as socio-cultural,

* Jeanne Sarson, MEd, BScN and Linda MacDonald, MEd, BN, are retired registered nurses who since 1993 focused
their activism on exposing the human right violation of women as adults or as children who survived non-State
torture victimizations. Co-founders of Persons Against Non-State Torture, Nova Scotia, Canada, contact
www.nonstatetorture.org | contact@nonstatetorture.org

* Adama-Sira Le Blay is Juriste & chargée de mission Partenariat, Olympe, Paris, France, contact

assolympe8@gmail.com | www.association-olympe.fr
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traditional, or religious acts or norms, and can be committed during migration,
displacement, and in humanitarian and civil unrest, for example.

Circulating our French fact sheet, « Les Femmes Dans La Prostitution Sont Victims De Torture
Non Etatique » introduces our Universal Non-State Torture Questionnaire, displayed here in
English as Figure 2. In this French fact sheet it is identified as the « Liste universelle des
multiples actes de la TNE ‘classique’ ». It list 48 different acts of non-State torture that women
have told us were perpetrated against them either as children or as adults. There is also space for
women to add acts of non-State torture that are not on this list which some women do.

QUESTIONNAIRE: Harms inflicted in NST

1. | food/drink withheld 26. | raped with a weapon (gun or knife) or other

objects

2. | chained or handcuffed to a stationary object | 27. | raped with animals ____

3. | savagely and repeatedly beaten 28. | prevented from using toilet

4. | savagely and repeatedly kicked ___ 29. | smeared with urine, feces, or blood ___

5. | hung by yourlimbs 30. | forced under cold or burning hot water

6. | burnt 31. | placed in a freezer ____

7. |cut____ 32. | near drowned when held under water in the

tub, toilet, bucket, stream ___

8. | whipped ____ 33. | drugged with alcohol ____

9. | soles of feel beaten (falanga) 34. | drugged with pills

10. | fingers, toes, and limbs twisted 35. | drugged with injections

11. | fingers, toes, and limbs broken ____ 36. | drugged with mask ____

12. | fingers, toes, and limbs dislocated ___ 37. | choked ___

13. | tied down naked for prolonged periods of 38. | suffocated by object placed over one’s face
time -

14. | sat on making breathing difficult ___ 39. | pornography pictures taken ___

15. | forced to lie naked on the floor/ground 40. | pornography or snuff films made/used
without bedding/warmth

16. | confined to a dark enclosed space 41. | forced to harm others

17. | placed in a crate/box ____ 42. | forced to watch others being harmed ___

18. | caged ___ 43. | forced to watch pets being harmed or killed

19. | electric shocked 44. | forced to harm or kill pets or animals

20. | forcibly impregnated 45. | threatened to be killed

21. | forcedly aborted 46. | called derogatory names

22. | forced to eat one’s vomitus (throw-up) 47. | putdown ___

23. | forced to eat one’s bowel movements 48. | treated as non-human ___

24. | raped by one person ____ 49. | Comments

25. | raped by a family/group

Fig. 2: Universal Non-State Torture Questionnaire

When Adama began to introduce the non-State torture acts listed on our questionnaire, the
women said they wanted to first share their knowledge about non-State torture victimizations
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before discussing the 48 non-State torture acts listed on the questionnaire. Here is the list the
women provided in French and translated into English:

Tirer les cheveux — hair pulling
Leurs os brisés — broken bones
Etre poussé et frappé — being pushed and punched
Etre battu — being beaten
Etre insulté — being insulted
Menacée— threatened
Etre isolé — being isolated
Se faire crier dessus — being screamed at
Menti a — lied to
. Etre détenu en captivité — being held in captivity
. Etranglée — strangled
. Etre violée — being raped
. Privée de nourriture — to deny food
. Empécher de dormir — to deny sleep
. Etre manipulé — to be manipulated
. Etre étouffé — to be choked
. Forcé de se livrer a la pornographie — forced to engage in pornography
. Etre torturé psychologiquement — to be psychologically tortured
. Etre avorté — to be aborted
. Etre sterilise — to be sterilized
. Mariage force — forced marriage
. Mariage forcé d'enfants — forced child marriage
. MGF (mutilations génitales féminines) — FGM (female genital mulitation)
. Refusé la propriété d'un bien — denied ownership of property
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Once the women shared their knowledge they proceeded to identify that all 48 acts of non-State
torture listed on the questionnaire applied to them. We note that this was a group conversation so
we cannot specifically identify the non-State torture ordeals suffered by one woman. However,
one woman did share that when she was migrating, she and her 6 year old daughter suffered rape
victimizations committed by a State perpetrator. Another woman shared that the torture she
suffered was perpetrated by her husband. All these responses represent the collective experiential
knowledge of African women from various African countries.

This meeting was a unique and emotional experience. Firstly, it was a relationship of respect and
trust that developed over several years between Adama and us. A relationship that began in 2023
when working together on a European project focused on promoting migrant women’s
fundamental rights and their access to knowledge and justice under the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights. We were members of the Ethics Committee but also provided educational
knowledge of non-State torture to all members of the project in relation to Article 4: The
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prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
This project was co-funded by the European Union and coordinated and
discussed in the European Network of Migrant Women (ENoMW) report.
Following our meeting with Adama and the women, Adama gifted us by
sharing that now she knows how to engage addressing non-State torture
discussions. It was also exciting to witness that women responded to
Adama’s sharing of the pamphlet of the Olympe association shown here
that offers her legal services.

The next gift was given by the women. It was emotionally profound and
heart-warming to witness their absolute knowing and their willingness to
speak so strongly about non-State torture victimizations. It validated what
we had learned when attending, for many years, women’s presentations
during the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (UN
CSW) in New York City. However, we never had the privilege to be
together, to sit in equality, with women from African countries who just
spoke so truthfully and who validated for us that our Universal NST
Questionnaire identified the victimizations of women regardless of what
country women are from. The women’s list of what they defined as non-
State torture also validated the definition we developed over many years.
For example, the women voiced very clearly that FGM and child and
forced marriages were acts of non-State torture which under the
definition shared by Adama are considered “socio-cultural, traditional, or
religious acts or norms”. When these violations are not prohibited by the
politics of a country such acts become perpetrated by State actors, which

|
Permanences de proximité
(sur rendez-vous)
Du lundi au vendredi
9h30 a 12h30
13h30 a 17h30
Permanences téléphoniques
Le lundi de 14h al7h
Le vendredi de 9h30 a 12h30
06 95 18 89 03
Assolympe8@amail.com

violates their due diligence responsibilities to protect all women and girls (all children) from
torture. A group photo, Figure 3, of the women agreeing to share their presence ended the

meeting.
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Fig. 3: Group photo
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