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Emotional, Mental

Called names, put down,

treated as non-human, a thing.
Shamed, blamed, humiliated.
Frightening voice tones. Terrified,
horrified. Death threats. Feeling
powerless, hopeless. Witness
others harmed. Brain
harmed, “brain pain.”
Manipulated, trapped,
stalked, tricked,
"never tell".

Limbs twisted, dislocated,
broken. Cut, burned, beaten,
whipped. Hung, choked,
suffocated, strangled. Injured
with a weapon. Tied down,
caged, confined. Water tortured.
Deprived of sleep. Electro-
shocked. Forced nakedness.
Exposed to excessive
heat, cold, light,
ordark.

Sexualized

Raped, once or repeatedly:
vaginal, oral, anal. Group,
gang raped. Raped while
drugged/unconscious. Raped
with a weapon or object.
Forced pregnancy and/or
abortion. Internal organs
injured. Smeared with bodily
fluids. Subjected to sadism.
Trafficked, prostituted, used
in pornography.

Economic

Forced into poverty,

or dependence on torturers.

Money, salary, credit cards
taken. Forced into financial
captivity, or debt bondage.
Unable to buy and/or
deprived of food, shelter,
and basic necessities.
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COVER OF RESPECTABILITY
Family, Profession, Community

Use of children

Suffered all forms of NST.
Witnessed and/or forced to
harm other children, adults,
and/or pets. Exploited,
trafficked, prostituted,

used in pornography. Forced
sexualized harming of others.

Forced to commit crimes,

sell drugs, recruit
others. Bestiality.

Use of Animals

Bestiality with pets or large
animals. Forced to witness
and/or participate in
pet/animal abuse, torture,
killing. Told "it's your fault".
Treated like an animal to eat
and drink on the floor.
Forced to wear a collar
and leash. Terrified
with animal
carcasses.
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Spiritual,
Ritualized

Use of costumes, masks,
disguises, props, and/or
ritualized patterns, for group
drama. Overwhelmed and
powerless. Use of "evilism", told you
are inherently bad or evil. Use of
religious dogma, tools, sites.
Creation of coded
language.

Use of Drugs

Used against children and
adults. Alcohol. Legal, illegal,
and unknown drugs.
Administered through pills,
needles, snorting, inhalent masks.
Can cause silencing, confusion,
weakness, immobility, fainting,
hallucinations, and/or
unconsciousness.
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NON-STATE TORTURE (NST) WHEEL: A FACT SHEET

When private individuals or groups such as a parent, relative, partner, friend, guardian,
human trafficker, pimp, buyer, pornographer, or others known or unknown commit acts
of non-State torture (NST) they are called non-State actors. The torture they commit is
called non-State torture because it is inflicted in private domestic places. This is why
the wheel is called the Non-State Torture Wheel. A child can be born into a NST
perpetrating family, an adult may develop a relationship with a person who perpetrates
acts of NST, girls or women prostituted can be NST victimized, and pornographers
inflict NST when producing torture crime scene pornographic images for instance.

Understanding the NST Wheel: The outer black ring names non-State torturers’
expressions of power, pleasure, and profit. Profit can occur when the women or girls
they torture are trafficked and prostituted. The inner black half-circles name the
intentional destruction inflicted by non-State torturers who use power and have
pleasure committing acts described in the NST Wheel’s eight segments. Torturing
can destroy a woman’s or girl’'s sense of personhood, leaving them feeling like a non-
person. Individuals and groups can / do inflict NST; it can be repetitive and ritualized.
Naming cover of respectability means non-State torturers do not announce to their
community that they are torturers. Instead, they can hold highly respectful community
positions with social, professional, and political power, be volunteers in different sites
such as in churches or if a parent they may volunteer in their child’s school thereby
exerting control over their child not to tell on ‘the family’. Non-State torturers come from
any walk of life, from any social status, and live in many forms of communities.

Non-State torturers can be connected to other individuals, groups, or rings who also
perpetrate NST. Therefore, some non-State torturers have organized networks with
local, national, or international connections that facilitate trafficking of women and girls.

The United Nations (UN) and human rights: In the UN Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, article 5 says “no one shall be subjected to torture.” The UN Committee
against Torture asks countries to recognize NST as a crime in national laws. The UN
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime describes an organized group as
three or more persons who perpetrate serious crimes punishable by four plus years of
imprisonment. It also has a Protocol specifically calling on countries to prevent,
suppress, protect, and punish human traffickers of women and girls. Women and girls
are predominately trafficked into sexualized exploitation—for prostitution and for
pornographic victimizations. Non-State torture is a human rights crime.

Non-State torturers tell those they torture that it is their fault—this is never true!
Non-State torture victimization is never an act of punishment—it is always a
violent crime of torture and a violation of human rights!


http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cat/pages/catindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cat/pages/catindex.aspx
https://www.unodc.org/documents/middleeastandnorthafrica/organised-crime/UNITED_NATIONS_CONVENTION_AGAINST_TRANSNATIONAL_ORGANIZED_CRIME_AND_THE_PROTOCOLS_THERETO.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/middleeastandnorthafrica/organised-crime/UNITED_NATIONS_CONVENTION_AGAINST_TRANSNATIONAL_ORGANIZED_CRIME_AND_THE_PROTOCOLS_THERETO.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/ProtocolTraffickingInPersons.aspx

